
INCREDIBLE INDIA A visit by the Fernall family
I had the most amazing time in Goodwill. Before we left England, I was apprehensive but when I arrived, I was 
overjoyed. The children were very friendly. I got to know them very well and enjoyed playing with them. I played 
cricket, football and volleyball. They also taught me to play Carrom where you flick discs across a board into pockets 
- a bit like snooker but without a cue.
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Teaching was extremely fun and helping them learn - acting out stories was brilliant. I dressed up as a giant, which 
they found really funny. As well as me teaching them, they also taught me a lot about Indian culture. I visited new 
places including tribal villages where I realised that they have very few possessions and a whole family live in a space 
the same size as my bedroom. Every room had a shrine to remember their gods. This is very different to England.
We also painted the play equipment which made it look bright and colourful.

I hope the children enjoyed the time I was there as much as I did. I hope I will go back in the future.
  
Tommy Fernall
Aged 9

2018 CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Sponsor a School Uniform
Thank you to all who so generously contributed to our Appeal. With 
your help we raised the lovely sum of £1,390 meaning that we 
could equip all our children with a new uniform.

REMINDER
OUR ADDRESS

Goodwill Children’s Homes

2B Whitefriars

Lewins Mead, Bristol. BS1 2NT

Tel: 0117 3250 550

or Email:

admin@goodwillhomes.org.uk
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Goodwill children proudly wearing their new uniforms.

ABOUT THE AGM
Trustees have decided that invitations to attend 
the AGM should only be extended to supporters 
on alternate years, rather than annually.  This is 
to ensure we retain a high supporter turnout and 
can secure appropriate speakers each time.  The 
2019 AGM will be for Trustees only.
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

MEMBERS OF THE INDIAN 
COMMITTEE
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From left to right:
Mr Stanley Manoharan (Treasurer), Mr S. Sundaram (Vice-President), Mrs Elizabeth Victor  
(Exec. Member), Mr M. Mayee (Exec. Member), Mr. N. Karthikeyan (General Member)  
and Lion Er. M. Dhandavakrishnan (Secretary). 

The members seated above were all involved with screening new 
applications on Admission Day held in May.

TRUSTEES AT
KANNADA 
FESTIVAL
Harsha Shankaranarayana and Ed Lang 
attended the national Kannada UK 
New Year Festival to promote Goodwill 
amongst the 350 attendees.  

Dear Supporters
I hope you are enjoying the newsletter especially since it contains so many examples of the 
positive effect of young people meeting together and learning more about each other’s lives.  
The idea of supporting orphanages overseas is more controversial in current times than 
when Goodwill was first set up 45 years ago.  You might have seen stories in the press about 
‘orphanage tourism’.  I don’t believe this can be a criticism of Goodwill. 

We are clear that the young people we support are destitute and disadvantaged and so need our support.  Some are 
destitute because they are orphans, but others have only one parent or come from families who are unable to support 
them.  Life in rural Tamil Nadu is difficult for them and Goodwill tries to provide education so that they can aspire to 
better employment opportunities.  We do this by building long term relationships with supporters in the UK and with the 
young people themselves.  (You will see evidence of this in the newsletter from pieces written by long term supporters 
and by the news of Goodwill alumni.)

Supporting young people to stay at Goodwill’s homes to attend good quality schools is appropriate for some but 
our Tribal Outreach Programme also supports young people to remain part of their local communities and study at 
their village schools so that they retain close links with their extended family and friends.  Some members of the UK 
Trustees have experience in UK boarding schools and ensuring that appropriate safeguarding policies are in place is 
always a focus of their visits to India.

You will read in this newsletter about the passing of Mrs Durga Balraj, a member of the Indian Committee since 1991.  
We will miss her.  The Indian Committee work hard to raise funds from within India meaning that support for Goodwill 
is not totally reliant on contributions from overseas.  Having said this, however, your contributions do make a big 
difference to the work Goodwill can undertake.

Thank you for your continued support.
 

 David Neill

“Goodwill is a charity which is 
unusual in welcoming supporters and 
their families to see the work it does”
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THE FRIENDS OF GOODWILL TOUR
“It was a wonderful holiday. The number and sociability of 
participants, the places we stayed and those we visited and 
the organisation, in general, made it one of my best trips”.
In February this year I joined 11 others, including Goodwill 
trustee Elaine Clark and her husband, on a wonderful trip 
to Kerala and Tamil Nadu, the highlight of which was the 
four days visiting Goodwill projects.
The first of those days we spent at the Goodwill home 
and primary school on a hillside in Thandigudi.  Greeted 
by many of the 97 beaming pupils and their teachers we 
were garlanded and received a forehead bindi before 
being led up the hillside, past the “houses” where the 
children live ¬to the area around the school buildings.  
The children lined up, girls to our left, boys on the right, 
and recited what I assumed to be similar to the American 
oath of allegiance.  All knew the words and there was no 
fidgeting.  
That over we were treated both to lessons, where children 
proudly brought their workings and answers to us for 
ticks and “goods”, and play.  I enjoyed catch and cricket 
and was surprised that all the girls I played with were 
good at catching but none could hit the ball.  Watching the 
children at lunch it was pleasing to see several children 

come up, Oliver Twist style, for seconds all returning to 
their places on the floor with full plates.  Lunch finished 
the children gave us a wonderful entertainment which 
was crowned by the production of a beautifully decorated 
birthday cake for Elaine, large enough that everyone had 
a slice.
The next day we visited a couple of the tribal villages 
helped by Goodwill.  The facilities in the schools were 
grossly inferior to those at Thandigudi.  One room with no 
desks and little else was classroom for about 40 children 
of different ages and abilities.  The homes were very 
basic, and one could see why parents would be delighted 
when a child was accepted to Goodwill’s school.  The 
school equipment and clothes we produced were clearly 
needed and much appreciated.
The following 2 days were spent with the secondary age 
pupils who attend the local schools.  The boys’ home in 
spacious grounds and the girls’ crowded home crammed 
into the village couldn’t have been more different but the 
welcome was the same at both.  All the pupils were 
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enthusiastic to see us (and this was at the weekend, 
so we weren’t interrupting school!) and showed us 
round their homes and the different amenities at 
each.  The girls gave us an entertaining and clever 
show but sadly the cricket match planned by the 
boys was cancelled due to the furnace-like weather.  
That might have been a blessing for us visitors as 
I am sure the boys would have been much more 
skillful!
The main impression I came away with was how 
happy all the children were.  They were also very 
well-disciplined, but it was the joy they all appeared 
to take in facilities far below anything children in 
the West are accustomed to that made the lasting 
impression.

Alison Sutton-Mattocks
If you would like more information about visiting the Goodwill villages 
in India, please contact the Administrator on 0117 3250 550 or email 
admin@goodwillhomes.org.uk

A MESSAGE FROM 
ELLIE
I had an interesting time at Goodwill. I was surprised 
to see that they sleep on the floor and sat on the 
floor when they eat. Despite this, they always looked 
energetic, happy and smart. I loved their clothes so 
bright and coloured. I got a salwar kameez which I 
loved wearing when I was teaching. It was funny to 
use chalkboards in the classroom because in England 
our teachers use whiteboards. I think this is because 
if they had whiteboards it would be more expensive as 
they’d have to keep buying more pens when they dried 
out. I loved painting the play equipment too and was 
very impressed with the dance show, but the music 
was really loud! One day we saw a wild porcupine in 
the dark. That was such a surprise! Our friend Murugan 
said that they used to hunt and eat them - yuck!!
It was a great experience for me. I would like to visit 
India again.

Ellie, Aged 13 
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NEW INTAKE
The annual Admission Day was held in May. Besides the fact 
that Goodwill’s Primary School has a good reputation, there 
are various reasons for seeking admission into the Goodwill 
Homes. It is often poor health or premature death of a parent or 
children who have lost both parents and relatives are not able to 
support them, or some have limited or no access to education in 
their village. There are tribal communities living in very remote 
villages on the hills who are extremely poor. Goodwill Homes 
take these children in and support them with shelter, good 
education and health needs.

Your support will enable Goodwill Children’s Villages to provide 
a child in need with:

• A quality education and all the opportunities that brings
• Access to healthcare
• The chance to belong to a supportive community

NEWS FR

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE
TORP
In February Goodwill’s Tribal Outreach Programme and the 
Christian Fellowship Primary Health Centre organised free 
hearing tests and health check-ups for the poorest communities 
in and around the K.C. Patti Area. 
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ORBITUARY
Mrs Durgabalraj
It is with great sadness 
that we learned of the 
passing of Mrs Durga 
Balraj on Thursday, 7th 
February.  Mrs Balraj was 
a much-loved member of 
the Goodwill Tamil Nadu 
Committee. She has been 
a member since 1991 
and served as Secretary and Treasurer on different 
occasions. Mrs Balraj also founded the Goodwill 
Primary School in 1994 with the main purpose of 
providing a good basic education to the children 
living at Thandigudi. She was a well-respected 
member of the Indian Committee and will be 
remembered for her love of the children. She will 
be greatly missed but her warmth, kindness, and 
gentle spirit will be remembered forever. 
She is survived by her husband, Dr Edward Balraj, 
also a respected member of the Indian Committee. 
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OM INDIA
ALUMNI REUNION
In May Goodwill hosted a successful get - together for old students. Altogether 149 attended of whom 39 were female 
alumni. A large number of those who attended stayed at Goodwill between 1978 and 1982. Some travelled as far as 
Chennai (420 km), Trichy and Namakkal which is 256km away. One of them, Mr Sundrarajan (1978) attended along 
with his wife and grandson.
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UK SUPPORTERS
Donated Mattresses for PVP
Girls’ Home

SCIENCE DAY

A new wrought iron gate 
for Sembirankulam School 
to stop animals and people 
from entering the school 
ground was made possible 
by a donation from Friends 
from the UK.

Celebrating Science 
K.C. Patti Primary school celebrated national Science Day in 
remembrance of Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman who 
received the Nobel Prize in Physics (1930) for his work on the 
scattering of light and for the discovery of the effect named 
after him. The guest speaker spoke about the significance 
and the role of science and technology in our daily life. 

Magic tricks captivated the children from the surrounding 
areas as part of a TORP sponsored Science Day.

UK FRIENDS
Raised Money for School Gate
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A RETURN VISIT
Twenty-three years ago, disillusioned with teaching in England, 
a colleague put me in touch with Goodwill Children’s Homes.  
I spent 2 wonderful months getting to know the children at 
PVP, and Thandigudi where I was based. I met some lifelong 
friends with whom I have corresponded over the years and 
sponsored 2 children through their education.   Since then, I 
have specialised in teaching children with hearing impairment, 
married my lovely husband Rob and had 3 fabulous children 
who are 9,11 and 13 years old. We decided that we needed to 
go on an adventure - we travelled to Sri Lanka and India. 

So, 23 years after my first visit, I returned, with my family to 
Goodwill in India. Many friends thought we were utterly mad to 
take our children to India, but we knew we wanted to educate 
our children beyond the classroom and see the world beyond 
our comfortable village life near Saffron Walden! 

Fundraising
Determined to make the most out of our trip, we asked our 
children to raise £50 each to support the work at Goodwill. 
Tommy sold our hens’ eggs, Alice did pet sitting for friends, 
Eleanor walked people’s dogs, and we baked cakes for people. 
Even an old school friend, inspired by our fundraising held a 
few ‘Film Nights’ for her children’s friends, contributing to our 
total. The children were pleased to spectacularly exceed their 
target, raising just shy of £2000 – we were thrilled.

Old Friends
When we arrived in India, we stayed with my friends from 23 
years ago who had worked at Thandigudi Goodwill Home. I met 
their 2 daughters for the first time, and we spent a magical 2 
days living with them in PVP near the Goodwill Girls’ Home. 
We were in ‘real India’ cared for by such kind friends and 
their community. The children got a taste of the Indian daily 
lifestyle – small living spaces, making all food from scratch 
whilst sitting crossed legged on the floor, sharing beds no 
mattresses needed, heat of up to 40 degrees – no AC – ugh! 
- squeezing into a 3 wheeled vehicle – a tuk tuk – our record 
was 12 people! This was no road safety lesson!! 
Whilst in PVP I was thrilled to meet one of the Goodwill children 
I had sponsored 23 years ago. She is now a beautiful Mum of 2 
gorgeous boys, and we spent some very happy times together.
By the time we left we had been fed, henna’ed and had saris 
and salwar kameez to wear!

Thandigudi
Then up the mountain to Thandigudi to teach at the primary 
school.  Many smiling faces greeted us – the whole community 
– we felt like royalty. The Goodwill children have visitors from 
time to time but rarely (if ever) do they have visitors of their 
own age. My 9-year-old son had been apprehensive about 
teaching the children at Goodwill, but his anxiety dissipated 
almost immediately when he realized they were so welcoming, 
and instant friendships were made. Before we knew it, the 
children were off playing with their new friends morning, 
noon and night. My husband and the children fell in love with 
Thandigudi as I had done 23 years ago – the people, the food, 
the beautiful surroundings. It is a very happy place to be. I was 
thrilled to see another ‘old’ friend who was in fact a student 
at Goodwill as a young boy but who stayed and worked at 
Thandigudi whilst I was there 23 years ago. Fantastic to see 
that he is still there nurturing the children as head of Child 
Welfare – Perumal is the best!!

Teaching
The children had their national exams whilst we were there, 
so we taught in the afternoons. I was pleased to see that a 
new set of classrooms had been built since I’d been there. 
The teachers were pleased to show us a range of projects 
that they’d done including much more art and 3D work than 
I remember before. We worked on English and dramatized 
some books with the children including ‘Peace at Last’ by Jill 
Murphy, and ‘The Smartest Giant in Town’ by Julia Donaldson. 
Our family acted the stories out, to much amusement from the 
Goodwill children(!) and we used props and puppets as well. 
For the younger children, the teachers provided translation, 
but the older ones had a good enough knowledge of English 
to grasp our stories which they then joined in with. Games to 
secure the new language then followed. We also taught folk art 
to them and they produced some lovely cards.

We had the opportunity to tell them about our fundraising. As I 
was speaking, I realized that some of our fund-raising activities 
were so different from their world experiences. My daughter 
did pet sitting – looking after people’s pets when they went 
on holiday…. what is a pet? what is a holiday? My daughter 
walked people’s dogs…. why would you need to walk a dog? 
Don’t they roam freely?

We also took out letters that the Year 2s at our school had 
written to the children at Goodwill. It was all about themselves 
and a couple of questions to ask them. The Goodwill children 
were pleased with these and we helped them to write a note 
back to the English children answering their questions. A 
couple of interesting questions were asked by the English 
children:
Why did you choose to live in India?
What car do you have?

We were also glad to give their 
playground equipment a much 
needed lick of paint.
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MISSION GIVING
Cheque Presentation 
Goodwill was fortunate to once again be a recipient of a 
generous grant from St Albans Cathedral. Olivia Leung, one 
of the Goodwill team of helpers accepted the cheque from 
the Dean of St Albans, The Very Reverend Dr Jeffrey John.

WESTONBIRT INDIA TRIP
The girls from Westonbirt who will be visiting India in October 
have been holding lots of different events to raise money, 
including a themed fancy dress non-uniform day and bake 
sale on World Book Day with girls dressing up in a range of 
costumes, including Miss Sheehan as Alice (in Wonderland) 
and Mrs Shea as a hobbit (from Lord of the Rings)! They also 
sold their face painting skills at their School Picnic in the Park 
event. They’ve got plans to do a talent show in September, 
an auction event in October and a sponsored run too. Lots 
of different people connected to the school community have 
been helping to knit and crochet ‘granny’ squares for blankets 
which they’re going to take out with them for the children at 
Thandigudi.
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TORP
New since I was last here is TORP which supports children 
from tribal villages to attend school, as well as providing 
medical checks. This is a brilliant project doing so much for the 
people who have so little. We were thrilled to meet Selvam at 
this organization, work with the children and visit their homes. 
It was an eye opener for my children to see their homes 
sometimes as small as their bedrooms, made of mud to house 
6 people. They have the bare essentials but are safe and have 
hopes for more prosperous futures thanks to the work done by 
Goodwill.

Au Revoir
We were so sad to leave this happy place where children play 
and learn in such a beautiful safe and nurturing environment 
led by wonderful adults. It is a community in itself with 
everyone’s best interests at heart.

Thank you to all the staff in India and UK who made this trip 
possible, looked after us and hopefully changed our family’s 
outlook on their lives and our world.

We will be back!

Annabel Fernall
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Magee served us some delicious food. Everyday a group 
of boys would help bring the food from the kitchen to 
us. They were really helpful, and we had fun being silly 
with them whilst they were waiting – we loved dancing 
to English and Indian music with those boys; we taught 
them ‘the floss’!

Before we left, the children of Goodwill presented 
several dances, which we really enjoyed. The boys did 
a really cool dance – much better than what we could 
do in England! The girls were beautifully dressed, some 
holding candles and others using sticks or balancing 
things on their heads – they were very skilled. We were 
really impressed and enjoyed the show.

One day we went to an organization called TORP.
We visited some tribal children in their school and read 
them ‘Peace at Last’ by Jill Murphy.  They enjoyed playing 
lots of games with us afterwards.

FAMILY VISIT TO 
GOODWILL
My family and I went on an incredible adventure in 
April to visit Goodwill in India. We were welcomed 
with beautiful flower garlands, bindis painted on 
our foreheads and many smiling faces. Everyone 
seemed so excited to see us and it was an unexpected 
welcome to their happy home. Intricate ‘welcomes’ 
had been chalked on the doorstep of the homes and 
our accommodation in the form of Rangoli patterns. 
I’m sure it was interesting to have visitors of about 
their own age (me and my siblings). The view from 
Thandigudi was spectacular with lush forests of 
green and many beautiful flowers and fruits. It was 
cooler and quieter up in the mountains – a nice 
change from hot and busy Pattiveeranpatti.

We were treated to a fabulous dance show at 
Pattiveeranpatti Girls’ Home and a delicious supper 
including ice cream! We only visited here briefly. Then 
we went up into the mountains to Thandigudi where we 
stayed for 6 days.

We read and dramatized popular children’s books to 
various classes and got them involved; they chanted, 
acted and predicted what was going to happen in the 
chosen texts. We played games to help them learn 
English vocabulary such as clothing items and household 
objects. We also sung songs with actions such as Hokey 
Cokey, which they particularly enjoyed. This taught them 
body parts and left them smiling with joy. At break times 
they loved spending time with us and together we enjoyed 
talking and playing on the play equipment.

We thought their play equipment was rather faded so 
we decided to brighten it up. We painted different pieces 
of equipment with vivid colours, so they looked good as 
knew – the children loved it.

In the evenings my brother (Tommy) and I loved exploring 
the grounds of Goodwill and we found many exciting 
passages and hideaways. We were fascinated to find a 
small but sweet prayer space including all the religions, 
which we respected.

We visited their houses and we played together before 
they went to bed. The children taught us some hand 
games and a board game called Carrom Board. One night 
we took some ‘light up’ balloons and tried to keep them 
in the air whilst it was dark – it was exciting.
For breakfast, lunch and dinner, a lovely man called 



 

Goodwill Children’s Homes NEWSLETTER    Charity Reg Number 270403

 We also visited the villages where they lived. Our Granny 
knitted some socks and gloves, and we made some 
pencil cases containing various toys which we delivered 
to them. They lived alongside chickens and goats, which 
I found cute – I held a 1-day-old goat!!! Their houses 
were made of mud and were very small; the size of 
my bedroom but a whole family lived in there. It was 
an interesting experience. Thanks to all the teachers, 
children, the cooks, housemistresses and a warm 
welcome from Perumal who guided and accompanied 
us during our stay-we had a wonderful time. We made 
lots of new friends who we hope to visit again in the 
future.

Long Live Goodwill!!!

By Alice Fernall,
Aged 11

DONATE AND WIN A SIGNED BAT!
The Cricket World Cup is the world’s greatest cricket 
celebration. With only a few weeks to the final, don’t miss 
out on this opportunity to win a signed bat.

Donate £5 for your name to be entered in our raffle draw 
to win a signed England Cricket bat from the 2013 ODI 
series vs Australia. Names include Joe Root, Ben Stokes, 
Eoin Morgan and Kevin Pietersen. So, £10 doubles your 
chances!

To enter please complete the form below and return before 
the closing date on Wednesday, 31 July 2019.

Entries into the draw are only valid if we have your full 
contact details. Your contact details will only be used for this raffle. The draw will take place on Thursday 1 August 
2019 and will be overseen by two trustees. We will notify the winner by phone or email.

“Money raised will go towards the education of poor tribal children.”
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Donation Form to Enter Raffle Draw
Donate a minimum of £5 for your name to be entered in our raffle draw to win a signed bat. Closing date 31 July 2019

Please Tick ✓        £5           £10          £20  Other Amount £  

Full Name:
Full Address:

Telephone:     Email:

Please make your cheque payable to:  Goodwill Children’s Homes              Address: 2B Whitefriars, Lewins Mead, Bristol, BS1 2NT

Promoted by Theresa van der Merwe, Goodwill Children’s Homes, 2B Whitefriars, Lewins Mead, Bristol, BS1 2NT                                        Registration No. 19/02291/GALOTT
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October last year was my first trip to India, and I found it 
to be a country that attacks all your senses in the most 
wonderful ways:

Sight: a riot of colours from the magnificent temples all 
the way down to the beautiful saris worn by the women. 

Smell: a perfusion of scents billowing from the many 
spectacular floral garlands that were kindly hung 
around my neck.                                                     

Sound: a chorus of moped-tuk-tuk-car-lorry horns hangs 
in the air of all urban life, but this is in contrast to nature’s 
more gentle jungle tunes found around Thandigudi. 

Taste: a pallet explosion from all the new spices 
discovered and a phrase invented called ‘Western 
hot’ which allowed me to enjoy every curry 
without the need for any cooling yoghurt.         

Touch: a lack of dexterity when eating food by hand. 
Picking up a mouthful of rice proved a constant 
challenge, made all the more trickier as a left-
hander trying to use my clumsy right hand.       

In short, India is a fabulous country to visit.

Ed Lang
Trustee

FIRST TASTE OF INDIA

New Goodwill Website
We are delighted to announce the launch of our  
new website!

The new site gives us a fresh and updated online presence 
and is full of information that both current and new 
supporters will find captivating. The new site will enable 
you to find out the latest news about our work, find new 
ways to get involved and see the children that depend on 
your support. It has lots of great features including projects, 
sponsorship options, fundraising ideas, a talk booking form, 
and an online donation button.

Please visit us at https://www.goodwillhomes.org.uk

We hope that you enjoy the new website and we would 
really value your feedback to help us continue improving the 
site. Also, we would be very grateful if you could help us to 
promote the site by putting a link to us on your own website.
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Support us Every Time
You Shop
Support GCH by shopping at smile.amazon.co.uk.  
When you shop at smile.amazon.co.uk Amazon will 
donate to GCH.  You shop. Amazon gives.

• Amazon donates 0.5% of the net purchase price 
(excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) of 
eligible purchases to the charitable organisation 
of your choice.

• AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service.

• Support your charitable organisation by starting 
your shopping at smile.amazon.co.uk 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/270403-0


