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RICE & LENTILS FOR THE POOR
It is customary for our girls at Pattiveeranpatti Home (PVP) 
to have lunch at school. This is made possible by the midday 
meal scheme run by the Government of Tamil Nadu. All schools 
have been closed since March 23rd due to the pandemic and 
all students went to stay in their hometowns.
Ms Vimalaranjitham, Child Welfare Organiser at PVP Home 
stored about 300 kg rice and 100 kg lentils at the Home. To 
avoid these items being spoiled by insects she contacted 
Selvam, our TORP Coordinator and they agreed to donate the 
rice and lentils to poor families in the TORP villages.
Staff from PVP and Sanarpatti Homes visited Korancombu 
village and distributed 3 kg of rice and 1 kg lentils. Villagers 

were delighted and thanked Goodwill for helping 
during this very difficult time. Seven boys and 
fifteen girls supported by TORP benefitted from 
this donation. In total, 73 families and 300 individuals 
benefitted from this initiative.  
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HEALTH CONDITIONS IN TRIBAL AREAS
by Dr Rajkumar Ramasamy, KC Patty Primary Health Centre
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MESSAGE FROM VICE-CHAIR

There has been very little testing for Covid-19 in the TORP 
area but there have been some proven Covid-19 infections. 
The Covid-19 epidemic in the TORP villages may however 
only be starting now. The next 3 months is our usual season 
for respiratory infections. It is therefore expected that we will 
get more transmission of Covid-19 and the attacks will be more 
severe when it accompanies other respiratory pathogens. The 
fear and misinformation about Covid-19 and its management 
and dramatization in the media has led to some of those with 
fever being too afraid to seek help even when symptoms are 
moderate or severe. However, Covid-19 is not the major health 
issue this community faces. The limited public transport available 
in the area has led to many people being unable to continue 
medications for chronic illnesses like hypertension leading to 
a marked increase in complications. Many also cannot access 
investigations and specialist services for illnesses like cancer 
and heart disease. There is also an increase in mental health 
issues amongst youth who were keen to pursue their studies 
and unable to access online classes with most lacking smart 
phones and laptops needed. These negative aspects however 

should be taken in a background of resilience shown by the 
poorer community being able to make the best of what they 
have - their lives are anyway burdened with socio-economic 
problems even before Covid-19. They do their best to enjoy 
today in ways they only know how to.

Deepti has returned as Treasurer and 
been invaluable, managing budgets 
through the pandemic. 

This year's Christmas Appeal 'Sponsor 
A Light' will support many aspects of our 
Goodwill family.  I have been fortunate to visit Goodwill many 
times over the past 20 years and seen the impact your support 
has on the very poor families and communities.  Education, 
health care and knowing that the safety network of Goodwill is 
always there, underpins the lives of many.  A new dress, school 
bag, bag of rice, packet of biscuits, and so on brings a broad 
smile to both young and old alike. 

We really would not be able to do this without your continued 
support. You make a tremendous difference to the lives and 
future of many children. We wish you a Merry Christmas and 
that next year will bring hope and normality back to us all.

Elaine Clark

Dear Supporters and Friends of Goodwill, 
Returning from India in mid March, I had little inkling of the 
impact Covid-19 would have on us all. In many respects, 2020 
has been a remarkable year considering the ongoing situation.  
Our senior students achieved excellent examination results 
with Goodwill support enabling them to build a better future for 
themselves and their families. Nearer too home, the students 
and staff from the 3 schools that regularly visit Goodwill, 
Canford, The Kings School and Westonbirt, had to cancel visits 
but have continued to fundraise.  I hope some of the students 
may visit during their Gap year or sometime in the near future. 

Heartfelt thanks to all our supporters’ inventive methods to 
continue fundraising for Goodwill during these challenging 
times. Thank you to Theresa, our Administrator, for her 
dedication and creativity. Alongside our two 'hard copy' 
newsletters, the e-newsletter (Spring and Autumn) will allow 
supporters to keep up to date with news from India.  Several 
people shared their e-newsletter with friends, a wonderful way 
to widen our supporter base and encourage social networking. 

 Public transport and the postal service in Tamil Nadu has been 
severely restricted over the past months.  Correspondence is 
now starting to trickle through as many of us eagerly await 
Christmas cards and messages from our Goodwill community. 
The Trustees, like many others, are becoming quite proficient 
with regular Zoom meetings throughout the year, although 
I really miss the chocolates Theresa always provided!  
Congratulations to Deepti and Harsha Shankaranarayana, who 
welcomed Sharva into the world last October.  Since the summer, 
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I am Anithadevi writing a short message 
about myself. I have completed my 
second year at Bharathidhasan 
University with educational assistance 
through Goodwill-TORP. Currently I am 
in my native village with my parents 

due to a corona pandemic. I am studying 
through online classes. Sometimes there Is a 

network coverage problem, so I am unable to study 
with intervention. Being away from my friends also has a dip 
in our daily habits and also been a slight lag in integration 
and discussions about our studies. I want to meet with other 
students and would like to speak with open mindedness. There 
are no recreational facilities in my villages. Consequently, I am 
spending my time with my dad, mom, and brother. I feel bored. 
I help my mom with her daily chores like washing, cooking etc. 
I do my college studies staying in my uncle’s house in Trichy. 
I returned to my native village due to the corona pandemic. If 
suppose in Trichy I have a chance to study online. I would like 

MESSAGES FROM OUR YOUNG STUDENTS
Goodwill Children’s Homes NEWSLETTER    Charity Reg Number 270403

to go back to Trichy after the Diwali celebration, and I would like 
to join the online classes even though the colleges are not yet 
open. Everyone in our hometown are relatives so I don’t have 
any new friends. My ambition is to study MCom. I like to stay 
and study at my uncle’s house again in Trichy. Thank you for 
Goodwill-TORP for supporting my career. Stay Safe.
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Anithadevi Anithadevi

Anithadevi with her lovely family in Sempadiyuth village.  
From left to right: her Father, Anitha, her Brother and Mother.

I am R. Durga writing a short message with love and respect. I 
enrolled for a BBA in the 2018 with the help of Goodwill-TORP. 
Colleges were indefinitely closed due to Covid-19. Due to family 
circumstances I am currently working in a small medical clinic 
near my hometown. I have been doing this job for a month. I 

shall be so happy if the colleges re-open sometime soon and I 
am excited to go back. Until last month I helped my mother with 

work around the house. There is a network coverage problem in my 
village so, I am unable to attend online classes regularly. I look forward to seeing my 
teachers and friends in the classroom and I would like to make a group study with 
my friends once the college re-opens. I have had a chance to meet my old friends in 
my native village. 

Nagasamy from Elutharaiksdu Village

Durga from Karadiparai Village

I am Nagasamy writing this short message with respect. I have 
a father and mother called Nagaraj-Rengammal and a younger 
brother called Nagarjun. I finished my ITI fitter course in Dindigul 
with the help of Goodwill-TORP. After my ITI course I joined 
the Royal Enfield Company in Chennai as a fitter. Due to the 
pandemic situation I am now staying in my village. At present 
I am working on the agriculture field for daily wages. I plan to 
go to Coimbatore to look for work once the corona pandemic 
is over. I enjoyed my fitter education. I faced many difficulties 
working in the agricultural field work due to huge animals 
trespassing, therefore, I would like to go join my old company 
again. Jobs in our village are limited and the earnings is not 
sufficient to even our daily needs. Everyone is facing a lot of 
difficulties to support their families. Day by day commodities, 

provisions, vegetables, 
and meat prices are 
increasing. My father is 
a diabetic patient. He 
cannot work in the field 
and even struggled to 
buy medicine. In the past 
days, I was so busy with 
work and away from 
my home, but now due 
to corona I am staying 
happily with my parents. 
I will be happy if I can find a job in the field I studied. Thanks to 
Goodwill TORP and supporters in England for supporting me. 



Anithadevi
Anbarasan from Kadaiyamalai Village
 I am Anbarasan. There are four members 

in my family. My father’s name is 
Mangalaraj. My mother’s name is 
Senbagam and I have an elder brother 
named Dhamodhiran. Currently I am 
studying BE Engineering (3rd year). 

My classes are being conducted 
online. Online classes are going very 

well. My father lost his left leg through an 
accident and he had to walk with a walker, but he sadly died 
on 17th October 2020 due to poor health. 

Currently I do agricultural work and study through online classes 
due to the corona pandemic. I play cricket with my friends in 
the evening. I face some difficulties 
going to work due to corona. I keep 
in touch with my friends through 
my mobile phone. I spend time with 
my old friends in my village. Online 
classes take place on my mobile. 
It is sad not to go to college due to 
the corona pandemic. Thank you 
to Goodwill-TORP who has been 
supporting my college studies. Stay 
home and stay safe. 
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Anbarasan with Mother.

G. Priyadharshini from Koottaparai
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My name is G. Priyadarshini. I come from Koottaparai. I completed my Higher Secondary in K.P.C. School, 
Madurai. I scored 270 marks in 12th standard. Now I have joined B.A. TAMIL (1st year) in Arul Anandhar 
College-Karumathur. I gained admission through a priest in Shenbaganur village near Kodaikanal. I am 
learning my lessons through a mobile phone due to the corona pandemic, although network coverage often 
goes so, I am unable to continue my study without intervention. Through online I have found some friends. 
There have been some difficulties in my house due to the corona pandemic. My dad could not go to work 
every day. My brothers and I are studying with the help of Goodwill-TORP

I have been studying online during the night. I look forward to 
when the college will start. I want a good job so I can take care 
of my family after completing my studies. I have a small hole 
in my heart. I am receiving treatment at the 
Christian Fellowship hospital in K.C. Patti.  
Dr. Rajkumar advised me to get surgery 
done immediately, but we are unable 
to perform the surgery due to lack 
of funds. I do not want the surgery 
because my parents will have a 
hard time. I hope my illness will heal 
automatically.

 

Srimalar from PVP Home
 I completed my final semester examination online and got 90%. Studying online is a new experience for me. 

It was hard when I first started, later I came to understand the techniques and became more comfortable.  

During the lockdowns I stayed at Pattiveeranpatti Home.  Our Goodwill home is a safe and secure place for 
me, and the rest of us. I am so lucky to stay in this shelter and it feels like being at home with my father 
and mother. During the days at the home I learned cooking, cleaning the rooms, and tidying the clothes. It 
is a good experience for me to feel sustained. The office staff taught me how to work and use the computer 
device. It is all new to me and will help me to work in an office without fear. 

(Srimalar was orphaned at a young age when both her mother and father died in a car accident. Since then, 
she and her elder sister, Rajalakshmi and younger brother, Karthikeyan, were taken care of by Goodwill)

I am Thangavel writing the short message to you with love and 
respect. I am staying with my parents happily.  My father’s 
name is Raj and my mother’s name is Mangiliyammal. I have 3 
elder brothers called Shanmugavel, Palanivel and Murugesan. 
All three brothers are married.  I am studying a first year fitter 
course at Loyola ITI College in Madurai. I am currently taking 
classes online. I am at this time learning with the help of 
Goodwill TORP. I have been writing the exam through online 
mode. This is the only option to study from home. I am in touch 
with my friends by way of mobile and now happy with the friends 
in our village. My parents work for wages in the agricultural 
field and I also work with them; it is a small help for my parents. 

Thanavel from Elutharaikadu Village



It is regular practice for Selvam and TORP staff to visit the villages and schools every month. During October he visited a few 
villages to meet with students and their parents. They reported their main concerns were not having enough income to support 
their families due to lack of availability of plantation work. Considering the feedback and the upcoming Diwali festival on 14th 
November, TORP gifted new colourful clothes to all the children. Mr. Sundaram, Vice-President of Goodwill Children Homes 
Charitable Society in Tamil Nadu accompanied them to hand out clothes at the children’s homes in the villages. The children were 
delighted to receive new clothes and at the same time excited to see each other’s clothes.

Dr Edward Balraj, a longstanding 
member of the Indian Committee 
and past Treasurer died on 
August 30 at the age of 87 years.

He was a veterinary doctor 
by profession and a distinguished officer in the 
government department of Animal Husbandry. “He 
was one of the most upright persons associated 
with Goodwill and will be remembered for his love 
for children, honesty and intelligence”.

In February 2019 he was widowed when his wife 
Mrs Durga Balraj, also a longstanding member of 
the Indian Committee, died. The Balraj couple did 
not have any children of their own but they loved 
the children in our Goodwill Homes as if they were 
their own children. He will be fondly remembered 
by all who knew him.

NEW CLOTHES FOR DIWALI
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Obituary
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Farewell Mr Vadivel
Goodwill Tamil Nadu said farewell to Mr Vadivel who has been a 
loyal worker for nearly 27 years. During his employment at GCH 
Tamil Nadu he has been the housefather at Three Pillar (Munru 
Thune) house and later took on the role of security at Thandigudi 
Home until his retirement on 31st October 2020. Members of the 
Executive Committee and staff congratulated him and wished him 
a happy retirement.



FUNDRAISING DURING THE PANDEMIC
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Donate your commute:  If you are saving money on your daily 
commute to work – and even better, if you are a season ticket 
holder and have secured your refund from your rail or bus 
company – why not donate some of that to Goodwill.

Shop and donate: There are loads of sites than now allow you 
to make a donation (at no extra cost to you) when you buy items 
online. Services such as Amazon Smile and Give as you Live can 
be used to raise funds for Goodwill. We are registered on both 
these platforms.

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with exactly the 
same products, prices and shopping features as Amazon.co.uk. 
Whilst using AmazonSmile your shopping experience remains 
completely the same. The only difference is, if you choose 
Goodwill as your chosen charity, we will receive a donation 
of 0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and 
shipping fees) of eligible products.

Instead of logging onto amazon.co.uk, log onto smile.amazon.
co.uk. At the top left of the screen just under the search bar 
you can nominate Goodwill Children’s Homes, and Goodwill 
becomes your nominated charity, and subsequently benefit from 
your purchases. You only have to do this once, but the key point 
is that you need to log onto smile.amazon.co.uk every time you 
make a purchase. 

You can also use this link to our AmazonSmile page https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/270403-0

In July 2018 I visited the Goodwill Homes in Tamil Nadu 
with my school (Canford) and had an amazing time building 
relationships with the children and staff, learning about their 
lifestyle and culture. This year I took a gap year before beginning 
my studies at university and was planning to go back to the 
same orphanages for a few weeks. Unfortunately, my trip was 
cancelled due to coronavirus and I was not able to visit. I got 
in touch with Theresa to see it there was anything I could do 
to help from back in the UK, and she told me how Goodwill had 
lost a lot of their funding due to the virus. She explained that a 
sponsorship for a child for a year was £300 and suggested that 
I do some fundraising towards the cost of this. I contacted my 
peers that came 
to India with 
me and some 
others in older 
and younger 
years at Canford 
who had also 
gone on the trip 

Amelia Godel making and selling jewellery 
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and asked if they would be willing to put some money towards 
the cause. I also then started making and selling bracelets 
and necklaces to raise the remainder of the money and am 
delighted that collectively we managed to raise the full amount 
to sponsor a child for a whole year. I did not get the gap year 
I was expecting, but I am very glad I have managed to do 
something worthwhile with my time that will hopefully make 
a real difference!

“While the pandemic has given rise to much hope about the 
role of charity in society, it has also left many charities in 
financial difficulty. COVID has caused huge strains within the 
charitable sector, and each charity will be facing their own 
dilemmas and difficulties …” The words of Baroness Stowell, 
Chair of the Charity Commission for England and Wales.

With the closure of churches and schools, the coronavirus 
pandemic has put on hold many fundraising events and it is no 
surprise that Goodwill income has also declined, but it is not all 
bad news because a few supporters sparkled and raised money 
through sales of goods and virtual events.  

If they have not inspired you, then here is a few Virtual Fundraising 
Ideas to get you going.

Donate your birthday: If you can’t go out to celebrate or your 
family or friends can’t come over to join you on your day, why not 
invite them to make a donation in your name? You can set up a 
Facebook or Just Giving fundraiser. 

Challenge your children: If you are at home with children, 
set them a task and sponsor them for it. It could be cooking, 
cleaning, making something creative or doing something sporty 
(or silly). Tick off each day on the calendar that they complete 
their challenge. 

The Great Lockdown Quiz: This has been one of the nation’s 
favourites and what better way to have virtual fun with your 
family and friends than a quiz? If quizzes are not your thing, you 
could try a book club, craft afternoon or Netflix party instead!

Fitness for fundraising: Whether you are Joe Wicks keeping 
the nation active, or someone that swipes the monthly gym 
pass, everyone can use fitness to raise for good!

In September, Amelia enrolled at Manchester university to 
study filmmaking! We wish her all the best with her studies.
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Donation Form
        £                         £                            £                 £                              £                    Other Amount: £

By giving a single or regular donation to Goodwill, you allow us to offer support to the children and communities we work with 
in the Goodwill villages.

BANK DETAILS: Goodwill Children’s Homes       BANK: HSBC       SORT CODE: 40-35-09         ACCOUNT NUMBER: 41144561
For BACS payments, please use reference CHRISTMAS APPEAL

THIS CHRISTMAS
SPONSOR A LIGHT IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE  

OR JUST BECAUSE YOU WANT TO  
LIGHT UP A CHILD’S LIFE....

For only £5 you could sponsor a light in the colour of your choice, or why not sponsor them 
all. RED, YELLOW and BLUE represents a Home, GREEN our Tribal Outreach Programme  
and WHITE, general donations. Your donation will be allocated to the colours you have picked.

GIFT DONATION CHEQUE
PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: Goodwill Children’s Homes

YOUR DETAILS
FULL NAME:

FULL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: EMAIL:

GIFT AID DECLARATION
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate

Gift Aid can be reclaimed by Goodwill from the tax you pay for the current tax year, if you sign the following declaration:

I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the future of have made in the past 4 years. I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax on the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that 
tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

SIGNED: DATE:

PRINT NAME:

Pattiveeranpatti 
Home

Thandigudi 
Home

General Sanarpatti
Home

TORP



Alexis Shea 
Running the Virtual London Marathon
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On October 4th, Alexis, a teacher at Westonbirt School ran the Virtual 2020 London Marathon, 
completing the distance on local routes around the Tetbury area in the Cotswolds. She thought it was 
a good opportunity to raise money and awareness for Goodwill which she cares about deeply. Alexis 
said that despite the weather it was great to be outside spotting lots of other (slightly mad) fellow 
runners wearing their London marathon bibs. She was very tired, running with gritted teeth to keep 
going by the end, but happy with an unexpected personal best time! Congratulations and well done!  
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FUNDRAISING DURING THE PANDEMIC

 A slightly soggy 
Alexis afterwards! 

Hello Winter! 
With thanks to Mrs Jennifer Binks and the ladies of the 
Knitter-Natter group from Cromford, our children will be 
warm this winter. 

I visited Goodwill Children’s Home this time 
last year as the support member of staff 
with 18 students from The King’s School, 
Devon.  It was the 5th trip for our school, 
and we had an incredible time as a group 

both fundraising before the trip and whilst in India.  I was due 
to lead a new group of students in 2020, but sadly the trip was 
cancelled due to Covid-19.  I really hope to lead our school’s 
next trip, be that in 2021 or later, and I am devastated that this 
year’s students will miss out on this experience.  Nevertheless, 
the 2020 group have continued to raise as much money as 
possible over the past 10 months.  I was determined to make 
my own mark, and as such signed up to the Exmoor Open Water 
4km Swim.  Having only started swimming 3 years ago this 
was a big challenge for me, and I was delighted to complete the 
swim in 1hour 17minutes.  More importantly I was able to raise 
nearly £1400 (including gift aid) for Goodwill, which pushed our 
school’s total for this year’s fundraising to just over £5000.  We 
know that this will make a big difference to the charity, and we 
are all delighted to continue our link with Goodwill well into the 
future however difficult things become.

Rob Lunnun (on behalf of everyone from The King’s who has 
been lucky enough to visit this amazing place)

Rob Lunnun 
Open Water Swim

Birthday Fundraiser  
for Goodwill 
In celebration of her 50th birthday on 
4th November, Mrs Adebimpe Ajelabi from 
Bristol raised more than £500 amongst friends 
and family. She visited the Goodwill office with her family 
and Pastor the day before the national lockdown to hand 
over her personal contribution. She was surprised when 
trustee, Ed Lang congratulated and thanked her via Zoom 
for choosing Goodwill Homes as her beneficiary.

Raised 
£1,400!

Raised 
£500+!


