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VISITING GOODWILL - A memorable, life-changing experience
To anyone who has had the good fortune to visit the 
Goodwill Children’s Homes in Tamil Nadu India, you 
very quickly realise that people the world over, really do 
when it comes down to it, share more in common than 
we have differences.  Yes, certainly, when it comes to the 
acquisition of wants there are big differences, but when 
it comes down to the basics of friendship, wonderful 
food, and the ability to share common experiences, we 
are all really cut from very similar cloths.
To some that may come across as a very generalist 
statement, but as someone who has been fortunate to 
visit the community that is Goodwill some 13 times in 
the last 17 years,  those statements have increasingly 
held quite powerfully true and have been constantly 
reinforced, not only by the time I have spent there 
with a group of people I quite unreservedly call trusted 
friends, but also from the life-changing experiences 
that some 150+ pupils who have travelled with me as 
part of the Canford School Partnership programme.
By way of a quick history, Canford has been regularly 
travelling to the Goodwill Homes for almost 25 years as 
part of their ‘Lower 6th Partnership’ programme  It was 
the original (and I would very biasedly say, the best) of a 
range of trips and programs that allows Canford pupils 

to work in partnership with a wide variety of community-
based programs both in the UK and abroad. I was 
fortunate to be asked to join the trip for the first time 
in 2002, going for four years before a young family 
saw me reluctantly choose to stay home. To say the 
trip had got ‘into my blood’ was an understatement 
and so when I was invited back onto the trip in 2010, I 
jumped at the chance, knowing that that year, I would 
be heading over twice with two groups of students. The 
second trip was my first as trip leader, a job I have had 
the privilege to hold every year up until this summer’s 
trip which for a variety of reasons, regrettably will be my 
last for a while.
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In that time, I have seen the organisation impressively 
continue to make a difference to those unfortunate 
individuals who have needed the direct help of the homes 
and also the way that Goodwill is now an important and 
integrated part of the local community.  Its foundation 
is and always has been the welfare of those who may 
be disadvantaged as a result of their circumstances.  
Fundamental to the support that is given, along with 
the essentials of food, accommodation, and sense 
of wellbeing and security, is the recognition of every 
child’s right to a good basic education.  This they not 
only do within the residential homes but also with the 
Tribal Outreach Programme (TORP) where crucial 
support is given in Tribal Villages and the education of 
village children within them.
This is and continues to be a two-way partnership, as 
the Canford pupils work hard to bring much needed 
additional funds from the fundraising work they do for 
Goodwill. Whilst we take what the organisation needs, 
what our pupils bring back, as a result of their visit, has 
a lifelong impact on their view of people and indeed the 
world at large.  I like to refer to it as what we bring are 
the tangibles; what all the students and the staff who 
visit are best described as the intangibles. These come 
from simply the experience of going on a trip which is 

very different from the ones most have been on before.  
It is a trip where the main purpose is to give, not to take.  
The pupils give of their time, their resources and their 
energy.  What they take away, as do I (repeatedly) and 
the staff do as well, is essentially, initially for those who 
visit, very difficult to put into words. In fact, parents 
often mention to me that upon the pupils’ return, they 
say that whilst they return full of stories and saying that 
they have had the best time, they struggle to actually 
articulate why.  They can’t quite put their fingers on 
what has made it such a memorable experience.  Put 
simply, the trip is unlike anything they and indeed 
myself had/have ever experienced before.  Whilst they 
go knowing that it isn’t going to be ‘a holiday’ as such, 
they have no other reference to imagine the trip with, 
so it becomes more than a sightseeing adventure, 

resort-based holiday and immediately from their arrival 
turns into a ‘thrown in at the deep end’ eye-opening, 
immersive experience where they are looking to 
contribute rather than be a passive bystander.  They 
quickly see that it is a chance to get to know people, 
locals with whom they are welcomed for who they are, 
not who they want to be, to be immersed, in a safe way, 
into things they may shy away from.  It is a time away 
from living life on social media, but rather living in the 
immediate moment in front of them, and not worrying 
about how it is perceived by others.  If you have ever 
tried to eat Indian food with just your right hand, you 
will understand what I mean – and for all our students it 
is not only having to do it, it also allows for the question 
to be broached of ‘why only the right hand’?  For me, 
as the lead teacher of these fortunate groups of pupils, 
it is the first of a never-ending stream of questions as 
they, and their own preconceptions of everything, are 
challenged.
For myself, these are two weeks that I have looked 
forward to and my arrival allows me to renew the 
wonderful friendships I have with those working for 
Goodwill in India.  For me, my return is a chance to catch 
up with people who have had a profound influence on 
me, and I feel privileged to be able to call my friends.  It 
has also been a source of constant inspiration to me. 
I return to the UK, not only looking forward to a well-
earned rest, but equally inspired to take the memories 
that I have and to spend the remainder of my summer 
turning those feelings and experiences into my own 
work.

For me, my goal now is to complete putting the body 
of semi-finished work together as a Goodwill/India 
inspired artwork and to exhibit it as part of a fundraising 
exercise for the organisation that has allowed me to 
share so many wonderful experiences.
 
Phil Effick
Teacher at Canford School
Wimborne
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MEMORIES FROM INDIA - Westonbirt School

MESSAGE FROM THE TRUSTEES
Thank you to all of you. We really wouldn’t be able to do this without your continued support. We hope 
you all realise how incredibly valued you are and how much we appreciate what you do. Thank you! 
Wishing you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and fulfilling New Year! 

trip is how excited all the children at Thandigudi were to 
go to school and how keen they were to listen to us, even 
if they couldn’t understand us”. We have so many more 
stories that we’d love to share, please do contact Alexis 
Shea or Tabatha Sheehan if you’d like to find out more or 
are considering your own school trip.

Alexis Shea
Head of Psychology, Upper School and Duke of Edinburgh
Tetbury 

Our trip to Goodwill Children’s Homes in India was such 
a life changing experience for all of us. Just as we’d been 
warned, as soon as we got off the plane, we were met 
with such a busy and bustling atmosphere, with horns 
incessantly beeping, women brightly dressed in beautiful 
saris and locals cruising around in yellow tuk-tuks! The 
assault to the senses continued on the drive to Thandigudi, 
as we made our way along winding roads, through dense 
rainforests with thundering waterfalls and most excitingly, 
past lots of cheeky monkeys! Things only got better when 
we arrived at GCH schools and homes; we were made to 
feel so welcome by everyone we met and quickly established 
good friendships with the children and staff. Below are 
just a couple of responses from pupils who attended: 
Tamara Omoniyi: “The most memorable moment for me 
was reading to the children in their boarding houses before 
bedtime at Thandigudi.  My worst memory from the trip 
was waving goodbye to the girls and boys at Thandigudi 
and the girls at PVP Senior School because they had been 
so excited to see us and so sad to see us go”. Philippa 
Clarke: My funniest memory was when we tried to serve 
the boys dinner (the boys who usually were there just to 
serve us) and they wouldn’t let us; they kept trying to clean 
and we had fun trying to chase them for dirty cups and 
dishes. The most memorable thing I will take from this 

HARVEST FESTIVAL
The Croft Prep School in Stratford-upon-Avon enjoyed a fantastic 
display of creative fruit and vegetable creatures followed by a 
lovely service to celebrate Harvest Festival, and a fresh produce 
sale for their two sponsored children in India. 

A cake that 
one of their 
parents made, 
was raffled 
for £63.00
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NEWS FR
WARM GREETINGS FROM RAJALAKSHMI
A native of Aruppukottai in Tamil Nadu  
                  

MARY MATHA COLLEGE 
Students Donate Water Tank 
Male students from the Maths Department at the Mary 
Matha College in the Theni-District, Tamil Nadu collected 
money and donated a 500-litre water tank and cakes for our 
girls’ home at Pattiveeranpatti. 
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I joined in our Goodwill Home at Pattiveeranpatti during 
the year 2011 as both of my parents died in a short 
span of time while I was studying class nine in my native 
place. My family was in a serious crisis situation and 
there was a news item in the local newspaper about my 
family situation.  Staff members from Goodwill Home 
approached my relatives and offered to admit me and 
my younger brother and sister into the care of Goodwill 
Homes. As none of my relatives were willing to take 
care of us, my teachers in the school took initiation and 
admitted the three of us in Goodwill Homes. 

I studied in NSVV Girls Higher Secondary School from 
class nine and completed my 12th standard in the year 
2015. With the love and support of the housemothers 
and the CWO of the Pattiveeranpatti Girls Home, I 
studied well and scored 921 marks out of 1200 in my 
12th standard examinations. I wanted to do a course 
related to medicine and the secretary and the staff 
members guided me to join in BSc (Nursing). I attended 
admission counselling in Chennai and I got a place in 
the Sacred Heart College of Nursing at A. Vellodu near 
Dindigul. I joined in the course in October 2015 and now 
in October 2019, I have completed the 4-year course 
successfully. I have scored good marks in the theory 
and in practical. I have now got a job as staff nurse in 
the prestigious PSG Institute of Medical Sciences in 
Coimbatore with a decent salary.

I dedicate all the success in my life to Goodwill Children’s 
Homes, my lovely sponsors, the loving housemothers, 
Child Welfare Organisers and to the Management 

committee of Goodwill Homes. I have grown up to 
this level with the financial and moral support of my 
sponsors. I fondly remember their love and guidance 
and I submit my gratitude to all my sponsors who have 
been supporting me from class nine to the successful 
completion of my BSc (Nursing) course.

Goodwill Children’s Homes have supported many 
youngsters like me. I wish and pray that the excellent 
service of the organisation continue for many more 
years and care for many children and young people 
who are in desperate need for assistance. I would like 
to support Goodwill in a small way from my earnings so 
that many more children and young people could get 
the benefit as I have got it from Goodwill.

My Love and Gratitude to my sponsors, Trustees in 
United Kingdom and in Goodwill Tamil Nadu.

 
Rajalakshmi completed her BSc (Nursing) course  
in now a Staff Nurse at the PSG Institute of Medical 
Science, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu.
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OM INDIA
MONSOON CAUSED HAVOC 
India’s 2019 monsoon season has been one of the 
most unusual in recent decades.

In October, many areas of the country were still getting 
unprecedented rain and people in the northern district 
of Tamil Nadu were warned to stay inside and schools 
remained closed for a couple of days due to the heavy 
rain. 

To help protect our children in the villages, Goodwill 
TORP distributed rain covers to help keep them dry.

Most people living in the tribal villages are diagnosed 
with eye problems at one time or another. The 
poorly educated and illiterate don’t know about the 
seriousness of eye problems. This is one of the reasons 
why Goodwill TORP initiated the Eye Camp program10 
years ago, for the poorest communities in and around 
K.C. Patti village, in collaboration with the Christian 
Fellowship Primary Health Centre K.C. Patti and the 
Aravind Eye Hospital in Theni. 
Organising an Eye camp involves a whole team, from 
Dr Rajkumar Ramasamy, Director of the Primary Health 
Centre in K.C. Patti and his staff, to TORP staff and 
volunteer health workers from surrounding tribal 
villages. Many hands are needed to help with tasks such 
as registration, preparing food, setting up a temporary 
pharmacy for distributing medicine and spectacles, as 
well as medical admission cards.
The eye check ups are done by two doctors supported 
by 10 nurses from the Aravind Eye Hospital. Dr Rajkumar 
and his wife, Mary do the general health check-ups, 
supported by 5 health assistants.
Goodwill TORP plays a vital role in promoting the event 
and providing food and snacks to staff and helpers.
At the recent Eye Camp held in August, 60 people 
presented with cataracts (25 males and 25 females). 
Four of them were admitted immediately for surgery at 
Theni hospital. On the day a total of 241 patients were 
seen of whom 99 were male, 134 female and 4 children. 
Spectacles were dispensed to 42 males and 41 females.

ANNUAL TORP EYE CAMP

MORE SPONSORS NEEDED
Could you help find a sponsor
for one of our new children?
These are the new children who arrived in our home in 
June this year. 15 of them still need a sponsor. 

Sponsoring a child can be a rewarding experience – both 
for you and the child. By enabling access to education, 
we open a world of life-changing opportunities for some 
of India’s most vulnerable children. 

£300 a year or £25 a month will enable our partner  
Society in India to provide a child with a home, clothes, 
food and education. Sponsors receive 3 letters a year 
from India, including a yearly report and photograph and 
our Goodwill newsletters.

If you would like to help us, please contact the office.
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BEQUEATH A GIFT IN YOUR WILL

Winner Announced
Congratulations to “AJ” from Bristol 
who won our signed England cricket 
bat! Thank you to all who supported 
our raffle. Our online and offline ticket 
sales raised the amount of £1,135.  

NOTES TO SPONSORED CHILD
Pupils at Roseberry Primary School in Stockton-on-Tees loved 
reading the letter they recently received from Venkatraman, 
their sponsored child and have responded by writing some 
little notes back to him. 

Our current donors give us the ongoing funding needed 
to bring children in Tamil Nadu food, shelter, and much 
needed pastoral care. Leaving money to a charity is an 
incredibly worthwhile thing to do. 

Legacies are the foundation for many of the charities in the 
UK and are vital in making sure that all the good work they 
do, can continue. Goodwill Children’s Homes is no different.  
Remembering Goodwill in your Will means that through 
our Indian partner Society we can continue to maintain 
our work in southern India and help improve the lives of 
more destitute children. Gifts large and small are important. 
Charitable giving is not only for the wealthy. A gift in your 
Will to Goodwill is a promise of a better future, a promise 
that means we can continue to take care of orphaned and 
destitute children and give them better opportunities in 
life. Gifts in Wills are a vital source of funding for our work 

and a simple yet meaningful way to leave a lasting gift to 
future generations of children living in poverty.

If you have already made a Will, a bequest to Goodwill 
Children’s Homes can be easily added by means of a 
codicil. Your solicitor can help you with this or you can 
contact The Goodwill Partnership and one of their trained 
counselors will come to your home to take your Will in-
structions at a time convenient to you, whether daytime, 
evenings or weekends. They charge a low fixed price, 
however, detailed your Will, wherever you live, with no hid-
den costs or upsell of any other products. Their home-visit 
service is free of charge and they also provide a small 
discount on a second Will for your spouse or partner. 
Contact the Administrator for more information or visit  
https://www.thegoodwillpartnership.co.uk
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REMINDER 
OUR ADDRESS

Goodwill Children’s Homes
2B Whitefriars

Lewins Mead, Bristol. BS1 2NT
Tel: 0117 3250 550

or Email:
admin@goodwillhomes.org.uk

CRICKET BAT RAFFLE
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Christmas Appeal
SPONSOR A SCHOOL UNIFORM
School uniforms instil pride and unity. When wearing uniforms, learners feel a sense of belonging 
and it is no different at the Goodwill Primary School in Thandigudi. Our school is a private 
school; therefore, uniforms are provided by Goodwill. In 2018 the Tamil Nadu government introduced 
four types of new uniform colours for learners that are different for primary, middle, high and higher 
secondary students to help differentiate the different levels. The children love their school uniforms! 
Most of them will not have a sponsor to help with the cost of providing them with their uniforms. Can 
you help?

 Please help sponsor a school uniform for a child at Thandigudi?
£10 could provide one child with a uniform
£30 could provide 3 children with uniforms
£50 could provide 5 children with uniforms

Please Donate...
and help us to provide each child at the Goodwill Primary school with a new uniform 
for the next academic year.
Please tick
£10                  £30              £50                     Other amount: £ 
Please send me more information on:
Sponsorship                How I can get involved?               Fundraising for Goodwill

Full Name:
Full Address:

Telephone:     Email:
GIFT AID DECLARATION - Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate
Gift Aid can be reclaimed by Goodwill from the tax I pay for the current tax year, if you sign the following  
declaration:
I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years. I am a 
UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed 
on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibilty to pay any difference.
Signed:          Date:
Print Name:

Please make your cheque payable to:  Goodwill Children’s Homes
2B Whitefriars, Lewins Mead, Bristol, BS1 2NT
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When the team from the King’s School, Ottery St Mary 
visited Goodwill in 2018, they committed to support 
the renovation of the washrooms for boys living in 
Jeyam- and Layard House. The renovation has been 
completed in time for the King’s half-term visit this 
year. Before and after pictures show the incredible 
transformation which included a new tin roof.

MAKE OVER FOR BOYS BATHING AREA - Thandigudi

THE KING’S HALF-TERM TRIP
On 12th October 17 King’s 
School students and 2 
teachers left a rainy 
Ottery St Mary, in Devon 
to set off on the trip of a 
lifetime. 
We spent 2 days in Kochi before a 2-day 
road trip into Tamil Nadu, finally reaching the 
Goodwill Children’s Home in Thandigudi on 
16th October. Here we were met by the happy, 
smiling children who we got to know very well 
over the next few days.

On the first day, students were teaching lessons, 
covering a range of subjects and learning a 
few words of Tamil in return. The children 
particularly enjoyed the cricket sets that we 
brought with us.

The next day was spent at TORP and we went out into the villages to see how these communities live. We also visited 
some of the schools run by Goodwill and it was wonderful to see how hard-working and motivated the students and 
staff were.

The third day was spent decorating - providing a bright underwater mural in Castle House and another large mural 
in the school hall, with handprints of the King’s team. This was so much fun even the Goodwill teachers wanted to 
get involved! 

The visit ended with a fabulous cultural exchange after which we presented gift bags containing donated items from 
King’s students. These were a huge hit and the children were playing with their new toys and teddies for the rest of 
the evening. It was wonderful to have time each day to visit the children and get to know them and the hard-working 
House Mothers better.

After sad goodbyes, we left Thandigudi the next day, pausing overnight to visit the Periyar Tiger Reserve and then a 
brief stop in the Kerala Backwaters before our return journey home.

Described by students as ‘a life-changing experience’, this was certainly more than just another school trip. The 
students have spent a year organising fundraising activities and have raised over £10,000 for the charity. They all 
learned a great deal about themselves and several of them are already planning a return trip to Goodwill in the Summer.

Alison Argent-Wenz
Head of Colderidge House, Ottery St Mary


