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COVID-19 IN TAMIL NADU
A YEAR LATER
A year ago we reported on the impact of the nationwide 
lockdown on tribal communities in Tamil Nadu. Everyone who 
has been following the news will know that India was hit by a 
second wave. 
Like in other countries, it is well known that children suffer 
very little from Covid-19, and India is not any different. It is a 
mild illness in most children. So, the TORP children are not at 
risk – it is their parents and extended families who are.
The older adults and those with comorbidities are those at risk 
like in the UK. The difference is not just the lack of oxygen in 
referral hospitals, but also the fact that the poor in rural areas 
especially, have far less access to health facilities. Added to 
this, is the gross disorganisation of the Government services 
and misinformation given to the public from astonishingly ill-
informed Government and administrative officials that has 
caused fear and confusion in the public. We have all year 
tried to work with the community to advise how to practically 
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self-isolate and self-manage those with mild symptoms and 
how to recognise red flag symptoms of the minority who 
need to access health services. This information is now 
overrun with confusing advice that leads to people with mild 
symptoms presenting unnecessarily, and those with serious 
symptoms hiding because they fear they will be forced to go to 
Government health facilities in the plains where the system is 
overrun and chaotic, and where if you are poor and weak your 
life does not matter. In addition, all the medical protocols for 
the management of Covid pretend that we have the facilities 
like in London and New York- these guidelines are irrelevant 
in rural India and only add to the confusion about what to 
do when Covid strikes- there are no real medical guidelines 
relevant to India that if done properly and rationally can still 
make a difference to 95% of those who need hospital care.
This epidemic is not presenting anything new to those who 
are below the poverty line. They always had hardship and 



illness and sometimes early death as a part of life. Additionally, 
as I said, they are often denied health services of the richer 
community. So, they have had suffering as part of life- only 
Covid affects the rich as much as the poor and so it is in the 
news. So, in this chaos, the virus is going to run its course and 
those of us in the health sector here will do what we can to 
swim against the chaos.

A MONTH LATER
The numbers of Covid-19 patients in our villages continue 
to be very high, with the sad loss of many senior citizens- 
mainly those who needed oxygen but could not get it. There 
has been very little testing for Covid in the area, but the few 
who could get tested that we referred became invariably 
positive. So, the figures of Covid positive patients and deaths 
are grossly underreported. As you all know most children in 
the TORP villages have not been to school for over a year. 
Many teenagers have taken to alcohol and drugs and there 
have been many attempts at child marriage that have had to 
be stopped by informing the police.

In my village visits, I have found some older children working 
and earning. They are unlikely to return to school unless they 
are given incentives to return when schools resume. Some 
children have become married even though they are legally 
under age. I have also found evidence of increased anxiety 
and depression among a significant minority of older children. 
Though many parents have tried to integrate some studying 
into daily routines, it has been a struggle due to the lack of 
any support for this. Younger children from primary to early 
secondary school are also entrenched in a lifestyle where they 
will be reluctant to re-enter school.
There is and will be an even greater need for organisations that 
have a vision of reaching children, like those in TORP villages, 
who are greatest at risk of discontinuing education with well 
thought out programs that are implemented with enthusiasm.

Dr Ramasamy Rajkumar
KC Patty Christian Fellowship Primary Health Centre
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MESSAGE FROM TRUSTEE
People are often at their best and most generous when we 
face adversity together.  Over the last year, I have witnessed 
this in two important areas of my life.  Firstly, in my day job 
as a professional fundraiser, where despite the uncertainty 
that surrounds us all, I have seen charities raise more money 
and from more donors than ever before. Secondly, from you 
and the rest of our small Goodwill family.  Despite the stress 
and sadness faced by us at home, so many of you have 
also enquired about the wellbeing of the Goodwill children 
thousands of miles away.  Your kind words and prayers have 
also been backed up by countless examples of ingenuity and 
generosity. 
 
Our card making groups have continued to find ways to make 
and sell cards. Indeed, the Sheffield group has somehow 
managed to exceed sales achieved over the past two 
years - very impressive.  Our UK school partners have also 
been fantastic.  The income generated from school visits is 
significant and so with no visits to India for a second year 
running, we were worried about the impact this would have 
on our revenue.  Thankfully, these schools have continued to 
fundraise and support Goodwill, reinforcing to me the strong 
partnership we have with them.  However, I have been most 
inspired by an individual Goodwill supporter, who is doubling 
up on her acts of kindness.  This lady has registered to be a 
COVID vaccinator so that she can do something proactive to 
help her local community.  Rather than being paid for this vital 
work, she donates what she earns to Goodwill to help tackle 
the COVID crisis in India.  What an inspiring person.
 
Everyone likes to feel useful and valued and so rather than 
focusing on the COVID factors we can’t control, I want us to 
consider what we can control and do, to make a difference.  

As Dr Rajkumar stated in 
the opening article, many 
Goodwill children have 
lost and will continue to 
lose close family members 
and there is little we can 
do to stop these tragic events from happening.  However, 
Dr Rajkumar makes clear that there is also a long term and 
more preventable tragedy looming, with young children falling 
out of education and into a life of destitution.  An education 
gives young people life chances, but after nearly two years 
of no formal education, many TORP children are at risk of not 
returning to school.  In tribal villages where day to day life 
can be a struggle, the short-term benefits of children earning a 
small wage will be compelling. 
 Therefore, we will be redoubling our efforts to support initiatives 
that will encourage children and their families to commit to the 
long-term benefits of formal education.  So, please remember 
that as a donor, you will be making a real difference to the 
lives of many young tribal children in the coming months and 
years.  Your support provides us with the resources to deliver 
an education for the most vulnerable and so for every child 
that eventually returns to the classroom, you will have helped 
improve that young person’s life chances – what an amazing gift 
to give.  Thank you.    
 
As a footnote, I also like to thank you for your patience.  The 
restrictions and lockdowns in India have resulted in a big 
administrative backlog and so communication with India has 
been challenging.  This has also resulted in both leaving letters 
from sponsored children and letters from newly sponsored 
children arriving late.  Thank you for your understanding during 
this time. 

Ed Lang
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The “Hospital on Wheels” programme was 
introduced four years ago by the Tamil Nadu 
government to benefit the people of rural 
Dindigul for whom the nearest government 
hospital is quite a distance away.

Due to the rapid spike of Covid-19, the district official 
immediately organised a weeklong mobile camp that covered 
25 villages around KC PattI. More than 2000 villagers benefited 
from this camp. People with basic illnesses were treated at 
the mobile hospital, and those with diabetes and hypertension 
were dispensed tablets.

Goodwill TORP staff helped to supply the medicine and lined 
people up to ensure they keep their distances which did not 
always work because they kept on forgetting. TORP staff also 
created awareness about the importance of wearing face 
masks and other preventative measures.

While in KC Patti for the week, the medical team was 
accommodated at our TORP centre. 

MOBILE HOSPITAL VISIT KC PATTI

WITH SYMPATHY

 George Kent +29 May 2021 

Our sincere condolences to  
Angela and family on his passing. 

Rest in Peace
Goodwill Family

SAVING A HEART
Child heart surgery is not affordable to all and less 
than 5% of children with heart disease receive the 
care they need.

One of our young girls living at PVP Home had open-heart surgery in December. 
She had a large arterial septal defect from birth that caused the shunting 
of blood from the left ventricle to the right ventricle leading to overload the 
pulmonary circulation. This birth defect only became apparent at an older 
age and was delayed until school breaks up. Many hospitals though were not 
planning these surgeries in the lockdown and delays in getting needed funds 
further delayed the process as her family had limited resources.

In the past these defects used to be closed 
only by open-heart surgery, however, more 
recently it could be closed using a device 
passed through distal blood vessels that 
leads to faster recovery. In her case, the non-
invasive procedure failed and she had to get 
open-heart surgery. 

In January, our staff visited Narmatha, and 
her family and we are pleased to report that 
she is doing well. We would like to thank Dr 
Rajkumar from the KC Patty Primary Health 
Care Clinic who referred her, and for bringing 
her case to our attention.

REMINDER
OUR ADDRESS

Goodwill Children’s Homes

2B Whitefriars

Lewins Mead, Bristol. BS1 2NT

Tel: 0117 3250 550

or Email:

admin@goodwillhomes.org.uk
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Thank you all who signed up to AmazonSmile. 
As a result of your AmazonSmile programme 
activity, AmazonSmile most recently donated 
£22.75 to Goodwill. 

How does AmazonSmile work?  
When first visiting smile.amazon.co.uk, you will be 
prompted to select a charitable organisation. Amazon will 
give 0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding VAT and 
other shipping fees) of eligible AmazonSmile purchases 
to the charitable organisations selected. Only purchases 
made through smile.amazon.co.uk are eligible to generate 
donations.

Is there any cost to charitable organisations 
or Amazon customers?
No. There is no cost to charitable organisations or Amazon 
customers. The shopping experience is identical to amazon.
co.uk with the added benefit that Amazon will donate to the 
charitable organisations selected by customers.

Does Amazon charge any administrative 
fees or take any deduction from the donation 
amount?
No. Charities must enrol to receive donations and have a 
valid bank account to which they receive donations, but 
there is no charge to participate, and no fees are deducted 
from the donation amount.

Our unique link
To shop at  AmazonSmile select Goodwill Children’s 
Homes as your charity or use our unique link at  
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/270403-0. 

Can we use AmazonSmile when we shop with  
the Amazon App?
Yes, turn AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon Shopping App on 
your device and Amazon will give 0.5% of the net purchase 
price of eligible purchases. AmazonSmile is also available 
in the Amazon Shopping App to all Amazon customers 
using an iPhone or Android phone. When you have 
activated AmazonSmile in the app, every eligible purchase 
will automatically generate a donation for Goodwill. Go to 
“Settings” in your app’s menu to activate AmazonSmile.Although it is convenient to use a credit card to donate 

to Goodwill Children’s Homes, please be aware that Just 
Giving will deduct a processing fee of 2.9% + 20p of your 
donation (and a 5% fee for reclaiming, and processing 
Gift Aid) as a fee for using your card. It is more efficient 
to donate by cheque or through the BACS system if you 
have online banking. Please contact our administrator 
at admin@goodwillhomes.org.uk for our bank account 
details if you wish to donate using this method.

A NOTE TO DONORS

CHALLENGING TIME  
FOR STUDENTS
In the wake of the increasing number of COVID-19 cases, 
several states have decided to promote students in the junior 
classes without holding examinations this year due to the 
disruption caused by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Last 
year all states had shut educational institutions following the 
COVID-19 lockdown. Schools had started reopening towards 
the end of 2020 and in January 2021 after a gap of nine months, 
students in class 9-12 returned to school. However, due to 
the sudden spike in COVID-19 cases, some states have again 
stopped physical classes and decided to promote students 
without conducting exams. The Tamil Nadu government has 
decided to promote the students of Classes 9, 10, and 11 to 
the next class without any examinations.

Board examinations are crucial for students hoping to secure 
admission to colleges or universities. The education system in 
India is geared towards this one big board exam that Class 12 
students must take. It marks the culmination of their school 
life and forms the basis for all their future studies. The exams, 
originally planned for May this year, were postponed to July, 
with the authorities saying they would do a review on 1 June.

Although the cancellation came as a huge relief to many who 
were anxious about writing exams it also complicates matters 
for students who say they do not know how they are going to 
be evaluated, how colleges and universities would accept their 
admission applications.

HELP US ONLINE
Please follow us and share our updates, to help us grow 
our digital community.

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/GoodwillHomes
Twitter - https://twitter.com/GoodwillHomes
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GIFT DONATION CHEQUE
PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: Goodwill Children’s Homes

YOUR DETAILS
FULL NAME:

FULL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: EMAIL:

GIFT AID DECLARATION
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate
Gift Aid can be reclaimed by Goodwill from the tax you pay for the current tax year, if you sign the following declaration:

I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the future of have made in the past 4 years. I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax on the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that 
tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

SIGNED: DATE:

PRINT NAME:

GIFT DONATION CHEQUE

GIFT AID DECLARATION

YOUR DETAILS

Donation Form
Please Tick ✓ 

£10                     £25          £50         Other Amount: £_________________

Bank Details: Goodwill Children’s Homes     Bank: HSBC     Sort Code: 40-35-09     Account Number: 41144561
For BACS payments, please use reference SCHOOL APPEAL.

     Appeal
HELP THEM GET BACK TO SCHOOL
The year-long closure of India’s schools, due to Covid-19, has been devastating for not only Goodwill but 
millions of students. Those from lower-income families have been worst affected, with many unable to 
afford a smart device as lessons switched online. Younger children’s parents and families are unable to 
support their education during the long school closures. 

You can help Goodwill reach children in the TORP villages who are greatest at risk of discontinuing 
education and help bring struggling students to the appropriate skills level for their age. Teachers will 
have to go back to do the basics and rebuild skills or help those children who need remedial education.
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NEWS FROM INDIA
Tamil Nadu is the third most affected state in India and, as a result, 
has suffered more restrictions than others. Initially, most cases 
were in the urban areas, but it has spread into the rural areas 
as the lockdowns have been removed and transport services 
resumed. Schools remain shut and there is uncertainty about 
when they will open. The most recent lockdown announced on 
May 6th was extended into June with some relaxations. Most of 
our people in the villages are casual daily waged workers and 
their income ceased overnight. The resumption of agricultural 
work is being hampered because local farmers have no cash to 
pay the workers. Unemployment is therefore higher than usual 
and the future is very uncertain. 

What have our Goodwill staff in India been doing 
during the pandemic?
Throughout the pandemic, staff stayed on working and kept 
in touch with the TORP villages. They have been invaluable 
in distributing emergency dry food to the children and their 
families as well as providing health materials and advice, and 
general support. 

YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL
Thank you again for your support which has helped many in 
a situation that is hard for us here to contemplate. Although 
cases are gradually dropping, so they say, we are going to need 
more help in the coming months. The villages will continue to 
experience difficulties for the rest of the year and beyond. We 
are therefore continuing our appeal fund for Covid-19 support. 
Particular attention will be paid to providing education support 
to as many pupils as possible as well as food aid to those who 
are still being badly affected.

COVID-19 APPEAL 
You may not have seen our original appeal in 2020 and would 
like to donate, or you may wish to send another donation.

Please send donations via bank transfer or send cheques to the 
office at 2B, Whitefriars, Lewins Mead, Bristol BS1 2NT

Reference: COVID
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